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Prof. R. Vanholder and Prof. N. Topley after signing the agreement 

Peritoneal dialysis (PD) is an important form of treatment for patients with end-stage 
kidney failure requiring renal replacement therapy, yet the percentage of patients treated 
with PD is still low in Europe, ranging from 4% in Austria, Norway and parts of Spain to 
11% in Denmark and Romania [1]. From the medical perspective, the outcomes of 

haemodialysis and PD are equivalent, and some specific patient groups, e.g. the young, 
may even gain by starting their renal replacement therapy on PD. PD also has the major 
advantage of being a home dialysis therapy. 

PD remains underprescribed, and many patients are not even offered this modality. To 

promote PD in Europe a collaborative partnership has now been established between 
EuroPD and the European Renal Association-European Dialysis and Transplant Association 
(ERA-EDTA). EuroPD was founded in 1993, and supports research and education in the 
field of PD. A cornerstone of this process is the biannual EuroPD Meeting held throughout 
Europe. 

"The goal of EuroPD is to promote, support and expand knowledge, research and clinical 
practice in peritoneal dialysis", comments Prof. Nicholas Topley, Cardiff, UK, President of 
EuroPD. "Working more closely with ERA-EDTA will allow us to reach a wider audience, and 
reinforce to the wider nephrology community the utility and excellence of peritoneal 

dialysis as a therapy." 

"PD is a key method of renal replacement and could be used to treat at least 15 to 20% of 

dialysis patients. PD has a positive impact on quality of life, because it promotes self-
management and empowers patients with more choice, information and control. It also is 
the most cost-effective dialysis therapy imposing the lowest financial pressure on society. 
ERA-EDTA is eager to promote PD in Europe and has therefore agreed to establish this 
collaboration with EuroPD as one of the main ways to promote PD education", explains 
ERA-EDTA president, Prof. Raymond Vanholder, Ghent, Belgium. "We have to focus on 
improving the knowledge and training of nephrologists in the field of peritoneal dialysis". 

To reach these aims, ERA-EDTA will host a track that is devoted to all aspects of PD during 
the annual congress and work together with EuroPD to produce electronic CME materials 

to promote PD education. It will also ensure that EuroPD initiatives acquire their due 

visibility among ERA-EDTA membership, and vice versa, ERA-EDTA will participate directly 



in future EuroPD meetings. This initiative will encompass also other activities of 
personalized renal replacement therapies, such as home haemodialysis and self care. 

[1] www.era-edta-reg.org/files/annualreports/pdf/AnnRep2011.pdf, page 42  
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About EuroPD 
EuroPD aims to promote, support and expand knowledge, research and clinical practice in 
peritoneal dialysis. It has organized its bi/tri-annual Meeting on eleven previous occasions 
in different European cities with an average attendance of 1200-1500 clinicians, scientists 

and nurses representing> 70 countries. These congresses are held in conjunction with the 

national nephrology societies of the host country or region. Knowledge and practice in the 
field of peritoneal dialysis is spread by keynote lectures, symposia, 
EuroPDmasterclasses®, poster and free communications sessions. In addition EuroPD 
provides a series of one-day, two-track (beginner and expert) clinical practice-based CME 
sessions and supports other regional and international societies by organizing scientific 

and CME sessions. For further information please visit the EuroPD website: 
www.europd.com 
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