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IFCC Labs Are Vital™ Membership Survey

"Labs Are VitalTM" is a public and professional education and awareness initiative designed to highlight the critical role that laboratory professionals play in healthcare and to address the issues facing laboratories today. It is the intent of the program to focus attention on the life-saving work medical laboratory scientists provide in diagnosing disease and improving health outcomes. 

“Labs Are Vital” recently partnered with IFCC and several of its international affiliates. An important initiative of the program is to create a joint Web site in order to provide updates on our collaborative activities.  It is our hope that through the development of this Web site, we form a community that fosters communication among IFCC members and provides you with tools to help you in your own environment. Since no two countries are the same, this survey seeks to determine what issues are most critical to you as well as what tools would be of most interest. We encourage you to take this survey to help "Labs Are Vital" learn about the state of clinical laboratory medicine in your region. 

The survey can either be filled-out electronically or printed and returned via fax to +1- 847-935-6676.  Please complete the survey by 31 March 2008.  
Please start by telling us about yourself:

 COMMENTS  \* MERGEFORMAT 
1. Name:  MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type your name or leave blank] 
1a)  Institution: MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type your institution or leave blank] 
1b)  Position:  MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type your position or leave blank] 
1c)  In what country do you practice clinical laboratory medicine?   

MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type your country]

 COMMENTS  \* MERGEFORMAT 
2. How long have you been in the clinical laboratory profession? (double click on box to select)
 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( 1– 3 years   

 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( 4– 6 years

 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( 7– 9 years

 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( 10– 14 years

 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( 15– 19 years

 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( 20+ years 

2a)  Do you specialize in any particular areas in the lab? (double click on box to select
 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( Yes


 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( No

 If yes, which areas (check all that apply)
 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( Clinical Chemistry

 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( Blood Banking

 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( Hematology

 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( Microbiology

 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( Other (please specify) MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type your specifics]
3. How do you currently get information regarding your profession? (check all that apply)
 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( Professional publications

 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( Newspapers

 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( Web sites

 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( Friends and colleagues

 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( Professional conferences/meetings

 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( Other (please specify) MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type your specifics]
Please tell us about the issues that face the clinical laboratory profession in your country    (double click on box to select)
4. How well would you say the number of young professionals entering the clinical laboratory is keeping pace with the aging population of clinical laboratory scientists in your country?

                MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  1                     MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( 2                     MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  3                    MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  4                     MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( 5


     Not well at all                                                                                

Very well

5. How well do you feel the contributions made by clinical laboratory sciences at your hospital are appreciated by your hospital administrators?

                MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  1                     MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( 2                     MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  3                    MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  4                     MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( 5


 Not appreciated at all                                                                    

Very appreciated

6. In your country, how aware do you believe the general public is of the important work clinical laboratory scientists perform?

 
   MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  1                     MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( 2                     MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  3                    MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  4                     MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( 5

    

Not aware at all                                                                            
          Very aware

7. To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?

Clinical laboratory scientists are seen as equal partners with other clinical groups within my hospital.

                MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  1                     MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( 2                     MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  3                    MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  4                     MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( 5

                Strongly Disagree






      Strongly Agree
7a)  Please explain your answer: MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type your comments]
8. How well do clinical laboratory scientists and clinicians communicate at your hospital?

                MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  1                     MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( 2                     MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  3                    MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  4                     MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( 5


     Not well at all                                                                                

Very well

9. How often do you or does your lab communicate with patients?

                MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  1                     MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  2                     MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  3                    MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  4                     MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  5

                        Never





                

Very often

10. How much influence do you or other leaders in your lab have with hospital management when they make decisions about your laboratory?

                MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  1                     MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  2                     MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( 3                    MACROBUTTON CheckIt (   4                     MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  5

                       None





                

A great deal


10a) Please comment on your answer: MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type your comments]
11. What do you believe lab professionals in your country like about their jobs?

MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type your comments]
12. Is there anything that you dislike about your job? 
 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( Yes


 MACROBUTTON CheckIt ( No

12a.) And, what would you like to change about the job of the laboratory professional? 

MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type your comments]
13. Please help us to determine our joint strategy to address the issues facing laboratorians today by ranking your top three choices of initiatives in order of priority. 

(Click in the field and type 1, 2, or 3 into the blanks below - Please rank your top three choices)
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [___]
Articles in publications read by the general public that highlight the value of lab professionals and elevate your status

MACROBUTTON NoMacro [___]
Articles in publications read by hospital management that highlight the value of lab professionals and elevate your status

MACROBUTTON NoMacro [___]
Strategies to improve reimbursement for laboratory tests or to get new tests paid for 

MACROBUTTON NoMacro [___]
Strategies to increase the number of students entering the clinical laboratory profession

MACROBUTTON NoMacro [___]
Creation of a worldwide community of professionals via our joint Web site that provides information, updates, and tools for you to use to improve your own environment

14. Please identify up to five tools in the list below that are most important in helping you do your job and conveying the importance of your work to your peers and employers. 

(Double click on box to select - Please select no more than five.)
 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  A speaker’s kit containing a presentation and/or video to help communicate what you do within your hospital to students and the general public

 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  Sample articles to submit to your local newspaper or hospital newsletter                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  A video describing “What Happens to My Sample” for you to use in your hospital

 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  Posters promoting the lab profession to hang in your lab, around the hospital, at a school, or at a bus stop

 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  Articles on topics relevant to the profession 





(please specify) MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type specifics]
 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  Articles on individuals who are impacting the profession and how they are doing it

 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  Materials to recruit new individuals to the clinical laboratory profession, including presentations and video

 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  Creation of Laboratory Professionals Week materials to enable a “celebration week” that highlights the valuable contributions of laboratory professional (aimed at both the hospital administration and awareness to the general public)

 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  Updates on our IFCC – “Labs Are Vital” joint initiatives

 MACROBUTTON CheckIt (  Other (please specify)  MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type specifics]
Thank you for your valuable input.  

Once complete (by 31 March 2008), the survey can either be emailed to: add.labsarevital@abbott.com OR faxed to +1-847-935-6676 (USA)

A summary of the survey results will be shared with you at the IFCC General conference.
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